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Claims 1-30 (previously canceled) 

Claim si {Amended) An apparatus for positional ly ©tabllizing 

adjacent: vertebrae of a spine by protnotion of bone fusion 
between the adjacenc vertebrae^ said apparatus co^rprising ; 

a) an anteriorly expandable implant adapted to 
promote bone growth between the adjacent • 
v^irtebrae; ^aid implant having upper and lover 
waXlS! extending between anterior and post^^rior 
ends of the implant and a posterior wall 
connecting the upper and lower walls; 

b) a post rttounced in said posterior wall and 
extending to near the anterior end of said 
implant ; 

c) an expanaion meniber op^rabXy coupled with ??aid 
post and engaging said upper and lower walla for 
operabiy expanding a spacing between said anterior 
ends of said upper and lower walls> so as to 
operabiy urge said im^plant upper and lover valX^s 
Into a predetermined non paralial angle re i»^tJ. ve- 
to one another and so as produce a desired 
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alignment of the adjacent, vertebrae; 

d) a cover assembly having upper and lower 
gjjOiigaj^ eupport surfaces b i^^ fj and s ha t;ie t o 
cofiLact and support fcv suppoiLlwci an anterior 
region of the adjacent vertebrae; and 

e) a fastener a^echaniom operably securing said cover 
asiTJembly and said expansion me tribe r to said itr^plant 
during use. 


32. I ? r e V i c us 1 y Add ed, ) The a ppa r a t u a c co rd 1 ng to Cl a, i rn 3 X 
wherein : 

a) said iinplant includesj an interior chairiber for 

receiving bone fragments; and 
h) said implant, has a plurality of radially 

pofriitioned apertures for permitting bone fragments 

in isaid chas^iber to join and fuse v/ith bone in the 

adjacent* vertebrae. 
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33, (Previously Amended) An apparatus for stabilizing adjacent 

vertebrae of a spine by promotion of bone fusion between the 
adjacent vertebrae^ said apparatus comprising; 

a.) an implant for implanting between a p^ir of ^^^^ 


adjacent vertebrae^ ssaid implant adapted Co 
promote bone growth betv^een the adjacent 
vertebrae; 

b} an expansion cap coupled with said implant for 
exp?i,ndincj Opposite ESldti^ of an anterior <^ud Of 
said implant to a predetermined spacing between 
the sides to provide a desired alignment of the 
adjacent vertebrae; arid 

c) an implant end cover that is non integral to said 
expansion cap and thac operabXy pofsltioned 
anterior of said implant and ope r ably secured to 
said implant; said cover inclvidi.ng upper ^^nd lov/er 
support aurfaces that are elongate and generally 
linear and that are sized and shaped to engage: and 
operably Support along a s^ubatantial anterior 
regiori of both of said adjacent vertebrae. 


Application/Control Number: 09/552,743 
Art Unit: 3700 


34. (Previously Added) The apparatus according to Claim 33 

wherein: 

a) said expansion cap includes a receaa for receiving 
£ fastener to secure said cap to said impianu* 

35, (Previously Added} The apparatiis according to Claim 33 

wherein; 

a) ©aid Implant inclvides an interior chamber for 
receiving bone fragments; and 

b) said implant has a plurality of radially 
pofii.r.ioned aper tares £or permitting bone fragments 
in said chamber to join and fuse with bone in the 
adjacent:, vertebrae. 

3^. (Previoualy Added) The apparatus according to Claisn 33 
wherein: 

a.) said expansion cap and ^5aid impL^^nt include 

a c rue cure ^'or cooperatively locking together said 
cap and said implant when fully joined. 


CANCELL CLAIMS 37-39 
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40. (Amended} In an ijr:plant that in u^c located 

between adjacent vertebrae for stabilizing such vertebrae 
• and wherEiln chi? iinplant tvaa upper and lOv^vr wall« joined by 
a posterior v;all, the improverTtent comprising: 

a) a post mouated in said posterior wall and 

extending to near an interior end of said implant; 
and 

b;* an anter:ior ^xpmMi.on metriber coupled to ^3id post 
and adapted to operably expand an anterior spacing 
between said upper and lower walls, as said 
expansion member moves posteriorly along said past 
during installation; said expansion meinber being 
anteriorly acceiisible and operably moved along 
said post by smteirtor rotation ot at least one ot 
said expansion member and said post at said 
..^l.. * said e;xpansion 
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member being sized and shaped to rem in in contact 
with said upper and lower walls i -n - c ^ tys e- prtyx i - mi - ty 
to at the anterior ends o£ «aid upper and lower 
walls, so as to provide .nupport to eaid anterior 
ends during usage. 

41. (Previously Added} The implant accoi-ding to Claim 40 
including; 

a) a fastener for positioning said e;xpansi,on member 
relative to said po3C and saecuring aaid expansion 
member to said pose . 


